"Bring smiles to those who support and those who are supported"
- Interview with the developer of "Lifmy," a care wheelchair with a transfer
mechanism -
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We want to reduce the back pain and burden on people working in the nursing care
field, even if only a little.

With this in mind, JATCO has developed "Lifmy," a care wheelchair with a transfer
mechanism, using the technology it has cultivated in the automotive field.

The development team began their challenge with the aim of supporting users'
transfers and bringing smiles to the faces of both the caregiver and the user.

m A name filled with feelings: "Lifmy"

"We named it with the thoughts of 'my,' 'Life,' and 'Lift me,"" says Shida, who was
in charge of development.

The concept of Lifmy is to make both users and caregivers smile. The project began
about five years ago with interviews with nursing care facilities.



Lifmy's concept is "Smiles" - Shida-san is full of smiles

"In the nursing care industry, back pain among caregivers is a serious issue.

When assisting with a transfer, caregivers have to lift the user, which puts a lot of
strain on their lower backs, and there are many cases where this causes them to
quit their jobs. In response to this feedback, we began work on developing a
wheelchair with a transfer mechanism, which aims to reduce the strain on the body."

B Bringing a breath of fresh air to the nursing care industry with technology

Kameda, who was involved in the development, focused on the current state and
future prospects of the nursing care industry.

"The aging population is progressing not only in Japan but around the world, and
the demand for nursing care is definitely increasing. On the other hand, the nursing
care field is also an area where technological innovation has yet to fully advance.
We felt that if we could utilize our technology, we could potentially contribute to
society."



Kameda-san's smile is just as bright as Shida-san's.

Lifmy has undergone numerous prototypes and improvements while gathering
feedback from the field.

"We sought the opinions of nursing home staff and managers, but it was difficult to
get feedback on the product concept and detailed functions. However, the biggest
benefit was receiving a lot of genuine feedback, such as, "I'm having trouble in this
situation," or "I want this kind of function."

Through the completed Lifmy, JATCO aims to first become recognized as a member
of the nursing care industry.

"This is not the end. In the future, we would like to utilize JATCO's technology in a
wider range of areas, such as services to support nursing care facilities, in addition
to equipment," he said, speaking about his outlook for the future.



Kameda-san being interviewed at his first exhibition

B The smiles on the job site are the greatest encouragement

We have received a variety of positive feedback from caregivers who have actually



used Lifmy.

"The most common thing people say is that it reduces the strain on their lower
back," says Moriwaki.

"They said that they no longer had to lift the patient when transferring them,
making the process much easier."
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There were also some surprising reactions.

"When using Lifmy, the eye levels of the caregiver and user naturally meet, making
communication easier.

We also received a lot of feedback saying, "Being able to talk while looking into each
other's eyes made me feel more at ease."

Furthermore, the design was also praised for being "cute."

"Lifmy has a gentle color and soft form, and people are pleased that just having it
in the facility brightens up the atmosphere.

We will continue to improve the functionality and design, and hope to make this a
product that will be loved by even more people."

Another major feature of Lifmy is its user-oriented design.
As the shortage of caregivers worsens, those who need assistance are no longer
able to go to the toilet, which leads to increased use of diapers and a loss of even



basic mobility.
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Tsuda-san, the team leader who oversees the wheelchair team

"When this happens, the will to live decreases and there is a possibility that the
person may become bedridden," says Tsuda.

"That's why we value the perspective of the people who will use it. When the body
is lifted, the head drops and it's scary, like you're going to be blown backwards --
that's what I actually heard."

With the keyword "the science of standing up" in mind, we work with universities
and research institutes to pursue designs from an ergonomic perspective.

"By achieving a fearless and effortless way to stand up, you can make the most of
your remaining muscle strength, prevent it from weakening, and avoid becoming
bedridden. I hope that it will help you to live your daily life a little more richly."



Tsuda-san (right) giving an explanation at the exhibition

m Creating a "kinder society" through the power of technology

The Lifmy project has stepped into the new field of nursing care. At the heart of
this is JATCO's DNA, which is to "solve social issues through technology."

JATCO's challenge of extending the drive technology and safety design knowledge
it has cultivated in the automotive field to the field of nursing care, which is about
being "close to people's lives," shows new possibilities for the future.

"Bringing smiles to both those who support and those who are supported.”
The thoughts that are embodied in Lifmy will spread kindness in the nursing care
field in the future.



